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Hawthorne Hotel General Manager Patrick Cornelissen speaks at an event celebrating his installation as 

honorary consul to Belgium, the crest for which is seen at right.DUSTIN LUCA/Staff Photo 

SALEM — The city became a little more Belgian last night. 

Patrick Cornelissen, general manager of Hawthorne Hotel on Washington Square West, has been appointed and 

installed as Honorary Consul for Belgium. 

The installation took place at the hotel before a crowd of about 70 area residents, local leaders and Belgian 

visitors. It was led by Marc Calcoen, Consul General of Belgium in New York. 

The event itself felt Belgian, with Belgian flags and colors scattered throughout. Pins were circulated sporting 

both American and Belgian flags, and attendees ate European-themed hors d’oeuvres like deviled eggs 

sprinkled with Belgian flag-colored caviar. 

What is an honorary consul? 

“It isn’t a career position,” Cornelissen said. “It’s building the networking between businesses who want to 

perhaps explore Belgium as an opportunity, or Belgian companies who want to explore New England.” 

A Belgium native, Cornelissen moved to the United States 12 years ago. He became general manager at the 

Hawthorne Hotel a little more than 2 months ago, he said. 

Cornelissen now serves as an ambassador to Belgium — but on a finite, local scale. 

“We have the official embassy in Washington D.C., but of course, the United States is a large country,” 

Cornelissen said. “Within the United States are 30 honorary consuls that represent Belgium.” 



Cornelissen’s consulship covers most of New England, he said — the only area left out is Connecticut. 

While the designation is big for Cornelissen and brings his home country a little closer to his heart, it also has 

an impact on his city. 

“It also puts Salem on the map in the diplomatic community,” he said. “Most of the honorary consulates are in 

Boston. This may be the first in the North Shore.” 

 That will help business in the Witch City, according to Rinus Oosthoek, executive director of the Salem 

Chamber of Commerce. 

“It’s quite an honor for Salem and the Hawthorne to have Patrick here,” Oosthoek said. “It’s fairly normal for 

anybody, if you travel around, to search out where your country is represented. You find out where the offices 

are.” 

Salem resident Andrew Newcorn, also from Belgium, said the installation is “absolutely terrific.” 

Becoming the honorary consul to Belgium wasn’t easy, Cornelissen said. The process took about two years. 

“The position is actually approved by the King of Belgium,” he said. “There’s a lot of steps that need to go 

before that. You send the paperwork, the Americans have to approve the fact that you’re being appointed to this 

position, so the state gets involved. 

“Once all those steps are approved, it goes to the Belgian government, where it gets approved in the Senate,” 

Cornelissen continued. “Once it goes there, it goes to the Department of Foreign Affairs, who presents this to 

the king.” 

When asked if he’s met the king, Cornelissen laughed and said, “no.” 

For more on this story or other story-related inquiries, email Salem reporter Dustin Luca at 

dluca@salemnews.com, call 978-338-2523 or message @DustinLucaSN on Twitter. 
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