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 Large film crew sets up at the Hawthorne Hotel in Salem 

KEN YUSZKUS/Staff photoTents surround the windows of the Hawthorne Hotel, which are set up to block the 

daylight for the production of a movie at the hotel in Salem.  

SALEM — Something big was happening inside the Hawthorne Hotel Wednesday — but you’ll need to go to 

the movies later this year to find out exactly what it was. 

Big screen stars Jennifer Lawrence and Robert DeNiro were reportedly inside the Salem hotel to shoot a scene 

for an upcoming biographical drama based on the life of Joy Mangano, a single New York mom who invented 

the Miracle Mop. 

The film, called “Joy” or “Kay’s Baptism,” is due to hit theaters Christmas Day. 

Numerous production trailers were parked outside the hotel where the windows to the hotel ballroom were 

covered by black boxes. Crew members were seen walking in and out of the building with equipment. 

Hotel staff weren’t talking — saying they were under contractual obligations to not release any details about the 

production. 

Cid Swank, a spokesperson for 20th Century Fox, said it was a closed set and she couldn’t divulge any further 

details while filming is still underway, but indicated the crew would be working in Salem through Thursday at 

least. She also noted Bradley Cooper wasn’t part of the scenes shot in Salem. 



Onlookers outside the hotel Wednesday morning took to social media to share their photos and speculate on 

what was happening inside, including Congressman Seth Moulton. 

Moulton, on his way back from an interview at the Salem News, posted a photo to his official Twitter account 

and tweeted: “Jennifer Lawrence supposedly getting married inside the Hawthorne Hotel like my sister!” 

The filming was happening just as the state’s film tax credit is being eyed for elimination. 

Gov. Charlie Baker wants to slash the credit in order to pay for an increase in the Earned Income Tax Credit to 

low-income families. He argues much of the approximately $80 million annually in lost tax revenue is going to 

out-of-state studios and Hollywood stars. He wants double the EITC instead, which would return about $125 

million a year to low-wage workers. 

Opponents of that move, however, argue the fledgling film industry in Massachusetts is just getting its wings 

and actually benefiting the very people who would be eligible for the EITC. To take the film tax credit away 

would kill the industry and their jobs. 

Karen Scalia owns Salem Food Tours and has been a union actor for 20 years. She recently testified on Beacon 

Hill in favor of keeping the tax credit. 

She got a nonspeaking role for a couple of scenes in “American Hustle” in 2013 and was called in for “Kay’s 

Baptism” but had a scheduling conflict on Wednesday. 

Scalia said local businesses benefit from crew and cast members patronizing their shops as well as some 

additional traffic generated by public buzz over the movie. 

Gulu-Gulu Cafe on Essex Street is one of those businesses that’s directly enjoying some extra clientele. General 

Manager Laura Potter said the cafe was asked to cater lunch to about 150 people on Wednesday and may get 

another order for Thursday.  

“It’s a nice source of revenue,” Potter said. Plus, it generates some buzz among the regular clientele and a bit of 

notoriety.  

“I think it’s a heartbreaking comparison,” Scalia said of Baker’s proposal for eliminating the tax credit. “It 

makes no sense to me... I’m in an industry in Massachusetts that’s thriving.” 

New jobs are being created for working class taxpayers, she said.   

“The productions will go away without the credit,” she said. “We’re at a critical stage for the industry.” 

Mayor Kim Driscoll, on the other hand, said it’s great Hollywood companies are coming to work in Salem, but 

she’d be remiss as a local government official to not acknowledge that it comes at a “pretty big cost to state 

government.” 

“I love having the activity here ... but I understand the larger picture,” she said. 

Driscoll said she hopes the tax credit doesn’t disappear completely. The important question, she said, is what 

would yield the highest return and benefit on the state’s investment. 



A press release from 20th Century Fox said filming on “Joy” began in Massachusetts Feb. 16. The movie is 

being written and directed by David O. Russell and stars Lawrence, DeNiro, Bradley Cooper, Edgar Ramirez, 

Isabella Rossellini, Diane Ladd and Virginia Madsen. 

The movie has been filming in other nearby locations in recent weeks, including Wilmington, Boston, North 

Reading and Winchester. Earlier this week, Lawrence and DeNiro were filming a scene at the Seaport Landing 

marina in Lynn. 

“We are honored to be in Massachusetts with this amazing group of filmmakers and cast,” said Elizabeth 

Gabler, the president of Fox 2000. “This is Mr. Russell’s third picture here, after ‘The Fighter’ and ‘American 

Hustle’. He loves the area, the people, the locations, the cast, the crew, and the Boston teamsters.” 

You can reach John Castelluccio at 978-338-2527, jcastelluccio@salemnews.com or via Twitter at 

@SNjcastelluccio. 

 

mailto:jcastelluccio@salemnews.com

